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COMMENTS Ol THE 113th FAPA MAILING BY ALVA ROGERS
L e o o

FANTASY AMATEUR. Noted. Not being a member I won't comment on the
Ovigh Eld Umn issue raised by the inclusion of my leel
by Metcalfl in the last meiling,

THE PHINEAS PINKHAM PALLOGRAPH L I share your fond memorlos of Rlchard
Hevelin Dix, also, Rusty. “But as memorable

as were many of his portrayals of
western types (both real and fictional), to me his most vivid perform-
ance was not in a western but in an anti-war war picture, "Ace of Aces,”
in the early thirties, His characterization of a sensitive artist'
caught up in the war hysteria of 1917 who becomes Americals Ace 5t Aces
in the skies over I'rance, brutalized by the war into beconing a pre-
~isclv twred killing machine, was superb, I can remember how shocked I
was as a child at the scene where he returns to the field after a dog-
fight during which his guns had jammed, gets out of his Spad, takes the
belt of unfired cartridges from his guns, and slashes it across the
face of the mechanic responsible. This.same scene had the same shock
value when seen several years later.

"The Phantom Empire'" was a riot, The same TV station is currently
showing all 23 chapters of the Flash Gordon epic, "The Soldier of Space,"
starring Buster Crabbe., Incredibly bad, but fun to watch,

Yes, indeed, we werc a couple of cager young red-hcads in those far
off days. I always enjoyed your visits to the LASFS, even though the
Marine Corps wouldn!t let you come up to LA from San Diego as often as
you wou would have liked. I remember gabblng with you on the lawn, but
I'm darmed if I remember any specifics adbout ity The way you emphasise
it I feel that I should, and am overcomec with mortification that I don't.
What did we talk about bn that memorablc occasion twenty yecars ago?

Thanks, Rusty, for ucndlng this to me,

THE PPP 3 The dcath of Don Ford couplcd with Roy Tackett giving up the
Hevelin odltorshlp of First Fandom lMagazine definitely put a crimp

in First Fandom activity, but it hasn't brought it to a com-
plete stop. I enjoyed a visit from Bob Madlc a few months ago and he
informed mec that the club was rcorganizing and was decidedly not going
to fade away., I was told’I had been made Vice President for West Coast
Affairs and that old buddy Gus Wilmorth had voluntccred to takec over
publication of FFM, Things arc looking up for IMirst Fandom and you
oughta join. Scc¢ you at-the Tricon?

TARGET FAPA When Boardman stops bleeding all over the place for all the
Eney exploited pecople of the world, and ccascs for a moment his
interminable ranting against the government, he can be
quitec entertaining, His "Prolecgomcnon to A Constitutional History of
the Planet Mongo" was most illuminating. I find it particularly timely
as it now cnable mc to scc through thc bewildering complcxity of the
- plot of the Flash Gordon Epic currcntly showing on our local TV, and I
can,now more voadlly apprcciate the subtle nuances of the chﬂracter re-
~.lationaships.:

;;Yéuh "Worm.Clarke's After One Again, Dear" was an unfortunate flaw in



an otherwisc finc issuc, Dick, UWhy stir up thc Boyd Racburn Mcss after
everyonc had just gotten the stench of it out of their nostrils? In
onc respect, though, I'm kinda glad you did print it. You at lcast
point out the hypocrisy and cvasivness of trying to shift thc onus by
labeling the thing the "Norm Clarke Mess,

QUEEBCON XIII 1 rcad the Quecbecon Reports cverytime, yes I do.
Clarkes/Racburn ° Therc!s such an air of unrcality about them that I

can!t rcsist rcading them, I met Boyd at the Pacif-
icon and was imprcsscd by his quict, restrainced demcanor at all times.
I find the Boyd Racburn who comes through in thc Qucecbshots a strangcly
different pcrson. And the Boy d Bacburn who inhabits Lilapa is yet
another person -- all snarly and crucl the way he picks so on poor Tom
Pcrry, Boyd Racburn is a Alg#é¢ strange, multifaccted character, for
surc,

SERCON!'S BANE 26 Thc whole H yatt chain must bc on an cxpansion kick,
Busby A couple of months ago Ben Stark and I journcycd ovcr

to the Burlingame Hyatt Housc to stake it out for a
possible 1967 Westercon and found it greatly changed., By !67 they!ll
have at lecast 300 rooms, and alrecady they!ve built a large complex con-
vention hall which is more-than ample for all the activity of a conven-
tion: Art Show room; Huckst cr room; a large flexible hall for programs,
masquerade, banquet, complectely wired for. audio and tapen plug-in, and
with its own large kitchen. Itls situated parallel to the wing most of
us occupicd during the 163 con and is closce to the coffce shop, bar,
and pool, It!s an idcal con hotel and damnncd ncar big cnough now to
take carc of a world con, <

The best parody of Bradbury I!ve rcad was "The-Ship" by Bill Nolan
and Charles Fritch in thc Junc, !'56 F&SF, Nolan had so stecped himself
in Bradbury as the number onc Bradbury fan that hc was a natural for
the job, For all you pcople who arc too lazy too dig into your filcs
and rcread it, here'l!s the way the thing started:

Uﬁ, ship!

Tho great rocket Farc Thee Well rosc on confetticd legs of cinnamon
firc and hot clove, Glcaming, Glowing, Shimmering,., Tecn thousand tons
of sky-mectal, Tcn Thousand hopcs and praycrs. Up. Up,

Up ! . . R e

"Sir," said White, the first mate, in his British accent, "We'lre
going ~--"

"Up!" finished thc captain, smiling gently, His name was Black,

The visiscrcen glowed grcen, Brown, the astrophysicist, said noth-
ing, '

The groaf skygiant shot upward, A star, an arrow, a lancc,-a spcar,
a dart, a ncedle, a pencil, a firec, a flame, an cntirec carnival, brcath-
ing, brcathing on the Illinoigs air,

"Wine," said thec captain, sighing, "Likc old winc,'



Up, ship, up! A cry from cvery throaot, a sob, a whisper, a song, a
prayer, an-oxaltation, a stlllness, .. ' 0 .

'*Boautifullﬂ‘

Back around 1950 when Bill Nolan was an awkward,. gangly kid who madc
weekly wocliend trips up to LA from San Dicgo to spend cvery minutc he
could with Bradbury, hec was still hip cnough to.look at his idol and his
own hero worship with a ccrtain detached amuscment, I remcmber onc
night when Bill came over to our housc with a new toy, o wirc rccorder
on which he'd rccorded Ray rcading a couplc of his storics from manu~
secript. Nothing would do for Bill but that we do a rcading of a Brad-
‘bury 'story., But do you think we sinply rcad a Bradbury story? Nossir,
boy. Wc sat down and did an off-the~-cuff, ad 1ib parody of "Thc Veldt"
that still gasscs mec out of my skull when I rerember it., I wonder 1
Bill still has that old rcecl of wirc? HiE

DAMBALLA No kidding, Chuck, did you rcally rcad 2ll thc Fu ilianchu books
Hansen straight throu gh from first to last? Iy God!
I'11l not takc a back scat tc anyonc in my nostal-
'igic affcction for the cvil and ginister Chinaman, but I doubt very nuch
if I could-stand him in such a massive chunk, &4 couple of wecks ago I
did rcad onc, though, Prcsident Fu Manchu, It had becn many a year
since I'!'d rcad the book, and althougn I cnjoyed it I didn!t think it heod
the air of sustaincd menace the carlicr books had, - The cvil doctor
Just didn't scem cvil cnough to mec; and anotheor thing, I always prcfor-
‘red Dr, Petric as Dr, Watson to Nayland Smith's Holmecs over any of the
others who got cmbroiled in Sir Dennis'!s ccascless war against the
Yellow Peril,

CELEPHAIS  You have nad an cventful jycar, haven'!t you Bill, How conc
Evans the cold watcer turned o hot? Or did the cold. water just
stop, lcaving nothing but hot coming out?
il ol 3
On this businhessg of milk promoting arthritis, therc is also the ro-
port issucd by some "authority" or other that milk (I don't rcmcmber
whether or not it was pastcurized or raw) causcd TB in adults,.

Hommett ts shorts arc great and I have !em all (all, that is, that
have been published by Mercury), But for pcriodic rcrcading I prefer
the novels: for blood and mayhem and sustoincediaction,. Red Harvest or
Blood Moncys; for idcalism in conflict with political roclictcering, The
Glass Key; for sheer story and supcrb charactcrization, The Maltcsc
Falcon; for just a helluva goo_d story, Thc Dain Cursc; and for a light-
or, morc sophisticated talc, The Thin ifan. "

Im glad to find someconc clsc who can't remember tihic namecs of his
tcachers or what they, looked like, I have a vaguc mcnory of what ny
6th gradc tcacher looked like, somecthing lilke an carly £#£44Y, rather,
Ann Harding as I remember, but, then, I -was also madly in love with hcr,
Pity I canit rcmermber her nonc. The only teaochers I recally rcrember
arc somc in college, and thon only the oncg who rcally impresscd re, I
think I.startcd rcading beforc t he first grade, but Itm not surc at
thig” latcidate, . iftor all, that, wasi a helluva: leng tinmo cgogand I feel
that I!'vc becen rcading all wmy life, & ;



BOBOLINGS Your commcent that "Hugos should cxist. as a smoll thanks by
Pavlat fandom for something woll done," struck a rosponsive . cord

(or should that be chord?)., I don't and ncver have rcgarded
tho Hugo as an award for litcrary cxccllence, but as an award for giv-
ing top cntertaimment in our limited field, No doubt by mainstrcam
literary standards Davey was a superior novel to Wandcrcr or The Wholc
Man, but I personally cnjoycd Leibgrils and Brunncr's books morc thon L
did Pongborn's. - If the time cver ¢omés when Hugos "arc, nominated or
awardcd by ”oxports without rcgard for the opinion of thc geonceral
rcadcership, then I for one will consider it a sad day,

ASP 7 You should have pointed out, Bill, that the Littlc Men opcratc
Donaho their club free and loosc with a minimum of rulcs, John
Trimblc!s somecwhat cxaggerated obscrvation that at Berkelcey
partics cecveryonc is horizontal by 1:00 a,m, was not rcally thec other
side of the coin, Earlcwas criticising, the after-the-mcetbing activities
of th_c LASFS, not LA partics, Berkeley fans arcn't all sots, but we
do adjourn to our favoritc bar after Littlc Men mectings at Ben Starke's,
The placc we go to is Brennan'!s, a large barnlilke hof-bra au/pbar on the
other sidc of Berkceclcey. There we tale over a table twenty or thirty
feet long: and lap up beor and Irish Coffec (Bill always buys a bottlc
of winc beforc scttling down to scrious drinkiing) and tolk up a stornm
until we'lrc kicked out at 2:00 a.m, I think Earl would be right at
homc with the Littlc len.

In my rclatively bricef scrvice in the United States Lrmy Alr Force
during thc first ycar of WWII I was trained as an armorcr, that is, a
nan who takes carc of the gups and fuscs and loads thc bombs on plancs,
Pnc of the first courscs we had in Armorcr school was on poison gas =-
the differcent typecs and their affccts on hurians, how to load them, how
to fusec ther, I ncver actually saw a gas bomb, but the coursc was dc-
tailed cnough to lcad onc to assumec that as a trainced Jirmorcr one might
be called upon to handlc them at some fubturc time.

ANKUS 17 Willis cnjoycd as always, but I agrcc with Chuck Hanscn --
Peliz lctts have a littlc, of Pelz, now and.then.

The top 10 BNFs in fandom today??? ,

DIFFERENT Ln cxtrermely intercsting issue, Sam, and doubly so for mc
Moskowitz sincc 1t conccrnced Harry Batecs, My corrcspondencc with
Batcs didn't cnd with the publication of my book; I still
get letters from him that arc chatty, witty, and laccd with caustic ob-
scrvations on the human scene, 4nd he'!s very gencrous, too, 4t Christ-
~mas time I rccclved a big box from him containing mint 1sts of Adven-
turcs in Timc and Spacc (also a mint 2nd), Phil Stong's Other Worlds
(and hgnln, a mint 2nd), and Space Hawk. He also scnt nic two boxcs
containing tcar shccts from thc magazincs (Astounding, lAmazing, S+,
TWS, ctc.) of all his storics, cach shcet carcfully laminated, He
said all this "junk® had been sitting around his placc long cnough so
hc decided to get rid of it by unloading it on mc.

SYN.LPSTW Kevin Longdon and Walter Breen had a falling out some tirne
Speer beforc the onsct of the cxclusion controversy. IFor a couple
of ycars beforc the Pacificon Kevin was pretty much a protege
of Walterls, but he incurrecd Valter'!s wrath and displcasurc onc swwicr
when Walter let Kevin stay in his apartment whilec he was in Ncw York



on coin busincss, f{ccording to Walter Kcvin grossly abuscd his hospi-
- tality and lcft his apartrnont. a shambles. Kevin supportcd Waltcr and
boycotted the con on "principlc," not out of any porscnal fricndship
or loyalty to Walter,

—~Th ¢ follewing is an oxamplc of what onc -con find alimost any morning
in the. San Francisco Chroniclec. This is the lcad scentence to a colurn
by Ralph J. Glcason, the'Chronicle!s jazz critic:

In thce optning pages of that modern classic, "The
Circus of Dr. Lao" (aveilable now in a Bantan Papcr-~
baclk) Dr., Lao!s circus is d-as having a midway
coanOsts, resurrccted supcrmen of antiquity,”
"roplete with sideshows whercin were curius beings of
the noetherworld on display, niacabrc trophics of anciocnt
Dr, Lao would have .e.s
"The Eourtoonth of April" was an 1ntorg>t1ng glimpsc into thce "Worlds
of If.

TEN YEARS IN THE RED-LIGHT DISTRICT Enjoycd, I couldn!t makc nuch
Dernmon scnsc out of most of it, but

: ncverthelcss I cnjoyed 1t. I
anxiously await the further adventurcs of Gerber who docs sceom to have
his 1_ittlc problcus,

I didn't sce y _our TV decbut (I have to work), but 3id saw you and
said you werc complctcly tonguc-ticd. Say it isn!t so, Calvin U,
"Biff" Dermon, not the fun loving racontcur we all know and love,

MASQUE 16 PFascinatingi
Rétislder

KIM CHI 7 Hell, Dick, the routc I toolr from 4QOth and San Pablo to
Fllington 12th and Broadway to get Juffus on his bus was way out of
the way. ' I really didn't nced to look at 2 map, Ilve
driven in Oakland cnough ycars. to know that San Pablo gocs straight to
14 th and Broadway -- I was so busy talking to Jack I just didn't thinlk,

LLLERLEI/DAYSTAR But, Walter, nobody denics that Jessic. Glinton wasg
Brcens onc of .your supportcrs, lcast of all Spccr. It was
ricrcly pointed out that prior to Boondogglc and the
cormittcc hecaring Jessic cxpresscd conccrn for hor son and was a guitc
vocal ‘advocate of ddoing soricthing about Walter.® It was only after
~thHo appcarancc of Boondogglce that she camc out in your dcfonsc, or
‘morc rightly, in opposnulon to Donaho and flre G N e G IR

Marion: - I couldnlt-agrcc norc U1tn what you had to say ﬂbout Hugos.,



